
Edward Yeates 
 
Born: 20 May 1829 in Kendal, Westmoreland, England 
 
Died: 30 June 1856 near the Goulburn River, Victoria, Australia. 
 
Edward Yeates emigrated to Australia on board the Clipper “Marco Polo” in April 1853 at 
the age of 24. Arriving in Melbourne he appears to have established himself as a gold 
prospector in partnership with a friend called Lowson Salmon, who he met on the voyage 
to Australia. They appeared to have been based in Meggelty Gully, Rushworth which is 
described as about 100 miles north of Melbourne. The site is also described as near the 
Goulburn River. 
 
In 1856 Edward inherited a legacy from his great great grandfather Anthony Yeates. 
Edward travelled to Melbourne to receive the Bills of Exchange and on his return appears 
to have met his death while attempting to cross McBean Creek at it’s junction with the 
Goulburn River. The letters contain a detailed account of the incident. It appeared that he 
had been robbed.  
 
This file contains correspondence sent by Clipper ship from Melbourne to Liverpool from 
Edward Yeates to his brothers John and William. It also contains correspondence from 
Edward’s friend Thomas Finlayson in Melbourne as well as letters from Edward’s business 
partner Lowson Salmon. 
 
Some of the letters are on very thin transparent paper and are difficult to read. Some 
pages have been cross written. These pages have been copied and rotated by ninety 
degrees to make them easier to read. 
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Marco Polo April 8th 1853

Latitude 1° North

My dear Brother

There  is  a  ship  bearing  down which  the  Captain  thinks  is  an  English  homeward  bound  one,
therefore almost all on board are taking advantage of sending letters. I expect that this will soon
be here so that it will not allow us much time, so I will give you an account of what is worth
relating. You will have heard from Willy that the Marco Polo started from the Mersey on Sunday
13th Marchat about 10.30 a.m..  Every one was on deck and in the greatest confusion as the
government agent was examining the tickets, after this was over there was some fuss caused by
the finding of six or seven stowaways that had got on board some way or other. The Steam Tug
“Independence left us some distance past the Formby light. We had a nice light breeze. I found it
hard work eating for the meat was dreadful stuff indeed it appears that it is some that she had out
last voyage. I have eaten nothing but soups and biscuits since I came on board there is sad
grumbling and dissatisfaction. There is an other thing I was sorry to find which is that we have got
a gang of thiefs on board they muster about 40 strong and are all pretty well known, there rae
some in the 1st cabin, some in the 2nd & some in the 3rd. Articles are missing every day, but I must
not confine myself to the dark side of our fine ship, there are some very gentlemanly peopleon
board. Every ship that we have come in sight of we have passed. We had a capable? Trial with an
american “The Martha” of & from Boston to Port Phillip with provisions but we soon passed her.

March 16th we had a dead calm and saw ships in all directions, the coast of Wales and the Galters
covered with snow were both visible, on the 16th a light breeze sprung up, we passed the Tuscan
light of the Wexford coast and saw the villages in Ireland very distinctly. This was our last peep of
Great Britain. In the afternoon we spoke to the barque “Delhi” from Calais to Glasgow. She told us
she spoke to the “Antelope” off Cork on the 13th.

The 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th we saw nothing but porpoises. 21st we saw a vessel some distance
ahead of us, so signalled her and in passing found her to be the “Mary Winch” Captain Forbes own
property. She left Liverpool for Calais 5 days before us. We published a manuscript newspaper
today which is continued weekly. I have got some [?] now before me which I was writing when
they came to tell me that a ship was in sight. On the 24th our first death occurred; a child 6
months old, son of Francis James Hilton Esq. a gentleman in the 1st cabin and it was buried the
same evening. On the 28th we lost a poor girl. It was a most melancholy case. It was when we had
been out about 2 days she went into her berth, as she supposed, after the lights were put out. It
so happened that it was the wrong one, and she put her hand onto a man, which so frightened her
that it sent her silly. She was continuously screaming and would eat little or nothing. Poor girl, it
was a relief when she died. She was buried the same night and a very solemn sight it was for it
was the roughest night we have had yet. On the 28thwe signalled a Dutch vessel, 27th was Easter
Sunday and the prayers of the Church of England were read at the Captain on the quarter deck,
but so badly that we have them in the 2nd cabin every Sunday morning, that is today about 40 of
us. The Captain is a Scotch Church man.

We saw a great many whales and other finds of fish, flying fish etc.. On the 29th we sighted Cape
de Verde, the island of St Antonio and St Vincent. I have now taken some extracts out of my
journal, but I shall not have time to say much more as the ship is getting very near us. We have
been becalmed for the last 5 days, which is no joke with this hot sun. I get up every morning at 5
o’clock and get a bath on the forecastle. I must finish now as the mate has just come to say that
letters must be put in the bag as it will be closed directly, so Good Bye, God bless you all, and
remember me to all and believe me I remain

Your most affectionate Brother

Edward Yeates
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Bendigo Dec 16 1853

My Dear Brother

You will no doubt have long since been expecting to hear from me but I have been knocking about
so much since I came into this colony, that I have put it off from time to time until now I am
almost ashamed to think of my neglect. But however I will now endeavour to make up for lost
time. I directed a letter to you from the Marco Polo which I sent by the “Erasmus” a Dutch ship
and which you have no doubt received. The remainder of the voyage was as but a repetition of the
account I gave you. I had capital health on board never been once seasick or even feeling so. We
arrived at Melbourne on Sunday, 29 May but I did not manage to get all my luggage out of the
hold until 3 June, so that I was delayed getting on shore until 4 June. The first thing was to get my
boxes stored which I did although not at a very reasonable rate, but of course I did not expect
everything very cheap in this land of gold. The next thing was to get something to eat, so at the
Melbourne Larder I ordered a beef steak and potatoes which I thought uncommonly good for we
never tasted an ounce of fresh meat from the time we left Liverpool to that of our landing. I
certainly felt rather lonely in the city of Melbourne without a single person I knew, excepting some
Marco Polo friends or house acquaintances I did not think worth cultivating but however after
dinner I had a glass of good ale in which I drank your very good health and many happy returns of
the day to you and then set out to the town. It is a fine place and situated on the Hill is the
principal streets running from the top of 1 to the top of the other, there are good wharfs, but
unfortunately larger vessels cannot come so far up the Yarra Yarra as Melbourne. So that with the
exception of briggs, schooners and other smaller craft all goods have to be brought up by lighters
from the bay, which is crowded with ships of every description, nation and size and some that
have been laying there for upward of the year as good many are turned into store ships, others
into lodgings and in fact anything they can put there. So I suppose you will have heard that the
“Earl of Charlemont” was wrecked off the Port Phillip Heads. No lives lost, But the principal part of
the luggage and cargo. The “Antelope” steamer which left Liverpool four days before us did not
arrive here until three weeks after us so that Kands & Co made pretty sure of that £1000. I got
some pretty good lodging for 2 pounds a week and employed myself every day in looking out for a
berth of some kind or other, but I soon found out that it required first rate interest to get into
anything which interest I had not got time this way I lost a fortnight, then I was determined to do
something or other for I found that my cash would not last for ever. I called at the Treasury to see
Alfred Constable but he could not do anything for me, so I did not trouble him any more.

Well  I  carried  on  for  about  a  week longer,  when after  applying for  every  situation  that  was
advertised in the Argus newspaper without success. I walked off to Le Hardy's Beach in a pair of
fustian trousers, Jim Crow had, and started as carter, so there I was with two horses in a dray and
a long whip carting timber from the beach. the reason for my going there was to be in Melbourne
as little as possible, not that I ought to be ashamed of it for now I found many of the most
respectable people that I have met have begun just in the same way, indeed it is easily explained,
the working classes go off to the diggings and there is no one left to fill their places excepting such
unfortunate fellows as myself who come into a colony like this to make rapid fortunes. But I did
not stay long in this interesting employment for the for the roads were in such a fearful state and
this weather so wet besides. I did not find myself too strong after a sea voyage and bad diet. So
one day as I was with the cart up towards St Kilda with some goods for one of the Inspectors of
the Roads who seemed to be a very nice person and to know in a moment how I was situated.
This gentleman after making a few remarks about the disagreeable employment I had got asked
me into the house where he gave me an account of three or four friends of his who all had at first
been situated in much the same way as myself but who at that time were doing very well in
Melbourne before I went. He offered to take me onto the roads he told me that he has got a very
select gang on a road a little way in the bush where I should not have much to do. We found with
tent, wood and water and that I should then have more time to look about me. This I thought very
kind of him for generally the people here are a selfish independent set, so I accepted his offer, and
accordingly called on him during the following week. He received me very kindly I had tea with him
and we agreed that I should go with him on the following morning. I was not a little astonished to
find such a select set of workmen. I was introduced to a Dr Mamel, a Dr Laurie, a clergyman’s son
from Yorkshire and two others that had been brought up for the Law. You would guess that we had
pretty easy times of it, but it did not last long for before I had been employed here three weeks
rendered we were sent into the Bush all the roads by contract, So I did not wish to stay any longer



as we should have have had a change of inspectors. So there I was all adrift again, and I remained
so for nearly a fortnight trying the advertisements again but to no purpose. I was now quite at
fault and was going by horse one night when I met one of our first class passengers who was
keeping up appearances as well as he could, but he said it was of no use for although he had got
so many letters of introduction etc he could not get any retention fit for him to take, he told me of
another passenger that came out in the same berth as himself who had accepted a waiters place in
one of the hotels. So he had determined to enter the troopers at Richmond barracks and for that
purpose determined to see Mr Bourk. On the following morning, he wanted me very much to enlist
at the same time, but I thought I would take a little time to reflect on it, I fancied I should have
preferred a shepherd's place but after enquiring found that it was anything but an enviable one
and in which I should not be able to see or hear anything that was going on which would not have
done for me as I wished to have some idea how to lay out my money, when I get it, to the best
advantage, so I decided to go next morning and make some enquiries at Richmond Barracks. This
force is a sort of cross between a mounted policeman and a soldier, but notwithstanding consists
of a mostly respectable set of young men. I introduced myself to some of them and stated my
reason for being there, they gave me every information they could and said that I should be sure
to get in if I had any good letters with me. That afternoon I called on Capt. Bourk and he advised
me to call on the day following and bring with me my letters or papers I could, as he said he had
to be very particular as to who he admitted. I call accordingly, letters I told him I had none to
show that the only paper which he could see who I was anywhere I came from was a power of
attorney which I handed him, which after reading he handed me back and wrote a note to Lt
Weston at Richmond which he gave me telling me that he would in all probability grant me a few
days leave to get my things settled in Melbourne as we should be going up into the country very
soon. Mr Weston seemed a very nice person and through him I applied for a cadet-ship but was
told that there were no vacancies but however after some trouble I got my name down for the first
vacancy in the supernumerary cadets, little as this was it was something, I soon found out that
there was but very little difference between a cadet and a trooper (only the name) they had to
clean their own horses and kit just the same as the rest of us as well as the drill and parade with
us. I was only at Richmond a week or 10 days when 25 of us were ordered off to Bendigo diggings,
as they expected the diggers to stand out against paying any licence at the same time the 40th
regiment was ordered off to the same place. 

I must now give you a sketch of our journey although it was not a very long one. Two days before
we started I had my choice of horses out of a lot that had just been brought in from the Bush as
wild as ever they could be. I chose a young iron grey that had never had a saddle on his back
before and you may suppose that I had enough to do for the two days he nearly broke my neck
twice, but however we started in sections of threes off to the Treasury where we were joined by
our lieutenant it was a miserable wet day, and the road with the exception of about 6 miles out of
Melbourne are wagon tracks over swamps and marshy ground. Notwithstanding these difficulties
our horses were fresh and we managed to get to the Bush Inn a distance of 35 miles. So far there
is little or nothing worth recording, the Wheeler Plains which we had crossed was more like a
desert than anything else. The next day started at 5 o'clock in the morning and soon got to the
Black Forrest. The roads here are worse than ever, the mud was up to our horses girths at times.
The trees are a pretty good size, but hardly anything else than gum trees and crow bark and here
and there thick clumps of underwood. We passed many parties both going to and coming from the
diggings of which we had various accounts some told us that they were in a complete uproar other
again that they were uncommonly quiet but that they were making every perturbation to oppose
the government, indeed we had so many accounts that we could give credit to none of them. After
about 12 miles ride through the forest we again broke out into the open country and after climbing
over all rock and hills we came onto another land of Plains in the middle of which was a river or
more properly speaking a swollen stream, which was deep enough however to make our horses
swim. We soon got over this difficulty although some of the young horses were very timid as for
the one I rode when he found that I was determined to go across made a band right into the
middle of it like you see a dog going into a pond after a stick; consequence was that both the
horse and myself went right over head but I took hold of him by a lock of his mane and his ears so
he soon brought me out. I came at the other side and as I was one of the first across I had the
pleasure  of  enjoying  the  misfortunes  of  others  all  of  whom had  had  no  hearty  look  at  the
disappearance of me and my horse. We arrived at Kyneton that night at about 8 o'clock and were
not at all sorry to get over things. Dried, and a good supper for though we had only come 24 miles
yet being this second day is journey and such a load more bother. The horses and we ourselves
were quite ready for a night's rest. In the morning we started again about 5 o'clock the roads from
here are much better but we only were to go as far ahead as headquarters that night. So passing



by Sawpit Gully, We arrived at Castlemaine barracks early in the afternoon only having travelled
one and twenty miles. The next day we started for Bendigo the ride between these two places is
more like a gentleman's Park than anything else, the distance is 30 miles and we arrived on the
Bendigo diggings at about 4 o'clock in the afternoon where the first thing we saw was five or six
officers and about a dozen gold commissioners promenading about here and we were drawn up in
line and dismissed to our stables, And now begins the account of mounted drill every day and
forward ever else. Since then I have been out after Bush Rangers murderers thieves and their
ringleaders of riots and three of our troopers have been shot one of them dead on the spot with
the other two are expected to get over it. I expect next month to be in Melbourne, when I shall try
for my cadet-ship which I think I shall get, but at any rate I shall send over the power of attorney
duly signed and witnessed. I now think that I have told you all my adventures in Australia, I had
many difficulties before me but in the long term I think that it is a fine field for enterprise and I
have no doubt that if I mind my P’s and Q’s that I shall in time be able to make a fortune in it
although it may take me the next 20 years or more to accomplish it. I have neither friends nor
interest here and both must be of my own making. Things are much misrepresented in the English
papers certainly the price of labour is high but the country seems over stacked with people that do
not know what to do with themselves, and hence so much crime. I met a very nice young fellow
the day I entered the force a Scotch man Ogilvy by name and we had been companions until lately
when he was sent further up the country to Mount Corong and I to Spring Creek. He is the only
one I have taken any fancy to. He is of a very respectable family from Dundee, I shall send you a
couple of Melbourne papers with this so that you can judge yourself of the state of things here,
mind you tell me how Willy gets on with the wood cutting and tell him that I do not think that he
ought to think of coming out here at least not at the present, for the only woodcutting here goes
on in the bush, at any rate. I will give him an account of things in Melbourne, I suppose Harry has
by this time left Mr Harries the projected war between England and Russia I am very anxious to
hear about so please give or send me an account of it. I do not think that I have much more to tell
you now.

I have not been able to find out anything of either of the Wilsons yet, or yet Mrs Arundel Wright
his wife you will remember. Mrs Cunningham gave me a letter so I heard that he had retired from
business, and I believe he is in the vicinity of Melbourne, perhaps Geelong will somewhere about
there but at any rate I must make another lane at finding them when I go to town again. Tell aunt
Lucy that I met a person the other day from the Cape of Good Hope who had several times met Mr
ands Dale, which I supposed to be the same person whom I have heard her speak of. He told me
that when he left the Cape that he was dangerously ill which is some eight months ago. But I must
finish this letter remember me very kindly to all my friends and best love to all at home expecting
to hear from you in the least possible time. I remain

Your most affectionate Brother

Edward Yeates

PS If you will direct my letters “Edward Yeates, Trooper, Richmond Barracks, near Melbourne” to
be forwarded if not there.

I think I shall be sure to receive them all safely so now Good Bye  E.Y.
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Melbourne, September 3rd 1854

My dear Brother

You will see by the date of this letter that I have been obliged to come down to Melbourne after
all. I arrived two days ago and shall stay for two or three days longer before returning to the
country. It is now exactly 12 months since I was here last, but the place is much altered, that I
might as well Never have been here at all period I walked down from Bendigo in three days, which
I don't consider very bad word, in the state the roads are at present. The diggings are at present
very slack in fact there is little or nothing doing, In consequence of the want of water, before I
started I got about an acre and a half of land set with potatoes and about half an acre with other
vegetables, and I am in hopes that they will turn me out about two hundred pounds and clear the
expenses as well. If so I shall not complain if I live so long. I intend then to sell my share of the
land and come and settle down somewhere nearer Melbourne, where I am sure I can very soon
double any time that I may have at hand. When I arrived in town I went straight to where I had
left my boxes as I had acquired my surprise when I found the house that was there when I left
pulled down and a butcher's shop built upon its place, but this was not the worst for I could not
learn everything about the persons with whom I have left them. I wandered about all the day
hoping to see someone I knew, but all in vain so I went somewhere close by to order some dinner,
but before I had time to do so, I heard someone mention the name of Fletcher, which was the very
one I had been enquiring for so often. I very soon learned that it was the same person. I was then
informed that he lived in Prahzan about 3 miles from Melbourne. Accordingly I went there where I
found all  my things just as I had left  them. Fletcher is in partnership with a Mr Norton they
however just finished a larger public house, the latter is a solicitor and well known as well as
respectable, so that I have got him to witness the power of attorney, which I send here with. I
shall send it over land as that is the quickest way and I Wish that you will use all the dispatch you
can possibly command with it as I shall be very much in and out of the money about January next
and  please  direct  all  letters  to  Mr  Fletcher,  Crown  Hotel,  Middle  Dandelong  Road,  Prahzan,
Melbourne and he will be able to send them to me. Hitherto I have not received a letter from
anyone, I am at present staying with him but shall start up country again in about three days
time, I met a solicitor yesterday that came out on the Marco Polo and he tells me that he has got
an action against Capt JN Forbes who is now out on bail for £500, it is for striking one of the
stewards on the face with a large glass lamp. I don't recollect whether I gave you an account of
this before or not as it was most disagreeable affair altogether and as I was one of the few who
were on deck at the time it occurred I am afraid I shall have to appear as a witness.The case now
came up in November I believe. But it will make very little difference for me as I hope payments
can make things pay my expenses and. Yesterday the locomotive engineer took the first railway
carriage down the Melbourne and Hobson's Bay railway, most of the directors went down with it,
they certainly have not got the engine or carriages to a very great catch to perfection yet. You
must not expect a very long letter this time for my stock of news is very small. I know so few in
town and as for hearing anything up in the bush, news from even Melbourne hardly reaches in less
than a fortnight. We do not hear much about the war, I wish you would send me out some papers
when you next write. The governor is  taking a regular survey of  the colony, he has been to
Geelong, and then to Ballarat, Castlemain, McIvor, And is expected up at Bendigo on the fourth
instant. The diggers at the latter place say they are determined not to pay another licence so that
I expect there will be an awful row before I get back again. They say that they cannot get enough
to buy food, let alone pay the 1 pound per month and pertaining to all appearance the Bendigo
diggers seem to be failing fast, Besides which there is at present a scarcity of water which makes
the thing worse. I hear that there are some diggers broke out on the plenum be would about 18
miles from Melbourne but if they are of any account (as they say) I would not know. A friend of
mine Mr Somerville a wine merchant has started of this morning to see what they are like, so that
I suppose I will hear all about them tonight. When you write me you tell me all that is going on in
the neighbourhood of Kendal for although I do not expect to see the place Again myself, yet I shall
always feel very interest in it indeed I it would be rather extraordinary if I did not. But I must
finish this as the male closes today for the overland route and I do not wish to miss it so will with
love to all at home believe me I remain

Your ever affectionate brother

Edward Yeates

PS  Since I wrote the above I have altered my mind with respect to the address which I wish you
to put on my letters. I think they would reach me safer if addressed to Mr Thomas Finlayson,
accountant, Melbourne and Hobson's Bay railway office, Flinders Street, Melbourne. He is a very
old friend of mine and was in the clearinghouse at the same time that I was myself.  E.Y.
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Bendigo July 17th 1854

My Dear Brother

I received your letter which you sent per clipper ship "Blue Jacket" and also Aunt Lucy's per
"Boomerang" on the same day. Your letter to me are dated March 10, 1853 - June 1, 1854 -
January 4, 1855 and March 2, 1855. I had a great deal of trouble in getting the one dated June 1
in which was the Legacy Receipt, which I now enclose back to you and also a letter to Mr Barclay I
had forgot to put down in the above list of your of yours dated November 1, 1844 which was the
first which I received from you and which told me of the debt death of poor Aunt Harriet which I
was very sorry to hear. I can truly sympathise with Mansfield upon so great a loss, he is now
getting over her and no doubt will have to fight against many trials but so long as glad to hear he
bore his first and greatest with so much fortitude. I am much obliged to Mr James Yeates for his
enquiries after me.I received unclaimed letters but one for a G Yeates which is most probably for
his  nephew. I  had a  letter  the  day before yesterday from John Stephen Thomas dated from
Melbourne. He said that he was going up to the Cheviot Hills, but he gives me new address in
Melbourne which will find him sometime or other, he does not seem to like Melbourne much, for he
says that he has left "Natale Soloun" for the dust, hot wins and mosquitoes of?? But has as yet
found no inducement to make him stay there. I should now like to see you and Bill With your
moustaches and beards you must look rum customers, and yet I suppose that I look quite as rum
for of course I never shave indeed it is very few that do here. I am now digging and find it the
most pleasant occupation that I have been at yet, it is the most independent and although the
gold may not come in so regularly, yet in the long run I think it will be the most remunerative.
Bendigo is very much improved since I  came here instead of  tents there are now very good
substantial stone buildings now such as churches, banks and stores but business is in a shocking
dull  state and every day there is  a fresh "Smash" as it  is  colloquially termed. A case in the
Bankruptcy Court, owing I suppose to the inferior yield of the gold, to what has been. They are
beginning to work the quartz reefs now with great spirit in this district and crushing machines are
going up in every direction. I have been prospecting several reefs about here lately and think I
know one now that will pay, but it requires a little capital to begin and I lost nearly all I had with
that infernal piece of ground but thank goodness I have sold out now though at a loss of £23
besides labour and time, but it can't be helped now and so I shall buy something elsewhere. I like
digging very  much and have been better  in  health  since  I  have been doing so,  than before
although I am continuously in the wet from sunrise to sunset at least with very few exceptions for
it is winter with us now and a very wet one to. We actually had ice the other morning as thick as a
sixpence you will most likely laugh at any description of a cold winter especially after you're having
such a severe winter at home but when you come to compare the intense heat that we have to
endure in the summer it is not at all surprising that we should feel the cold. I was much obliged to
you for the Mercury's which you sent me you may depend upon it. I devoured them with great
gusto especially the local news. I do not mean by that that I do not feel interested in the war news
for I'm sure every English man must. I only regret that I did not enter the army instead of coming
out to this colony. But regretting is not part of my creed, at least shall not be. I shall work with my
tub and cradle until I can make some money and then make a stroke at something else. When I
left my Australian estate I was down to my last shilling so I thought it time to stir myself and leave
the potatoes, cabbages et cetera et cetera to take their chance. You will wonder how the deuce I
managed to raise the wind, but I wrote a few lines on the same night. I will enclose it, it will show
you that no man need suffer that chooses to work. But I must not make a long letter of this for the
mail goes off tomorrow and I do not want to miss it. I have got a long letter underway for Bill, but
I shall not finish it in time for this post. I suppose my last to him never reached its destination and
I am sure I forget now whether I directed it to 69 or 96 Albert St. I enclose the legacy receipt, and
a letter for Mr Reveley authorising him to pay the money to you. I should like it sent to the Bank of
Victoria Melbourne. I might by that means perhaps get it up to Bendigo without the expense of a
journey down to town as there is a branch Bank of Victoria up here. I must now conclude trusting
you are all well at home with best love to Willie, Harry, Aunt and yourself

believe me ever I remain

your most affectionate brother

Edward Yeates

PS will you be kind enough to settle with Mr Wakefield for the money he lent me and also my
expenses connected with the legacy after which I shall be very glad to receive the balance. Edward
Yeates
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A Poor Breakfast but a Good Dinner

T’was on a Winters evening, my daily toils were done

and as within, my tent so thin, I thought myself alone

I laid me down upon my bed, to sleep I was not willing

for what I'd spent, and what I'd lent, I'd only one last shilling

The next days grub I had to get, but how I did not know

I could not prig, I'll have to dig, to some gully I must go

at the bottom of the Sheep Wash Creek I think there's something yet

so with my cradle, if I'm able, I'll try what I can get

The morning came, and with the dawn, I started with good will

to try to find, those things that shined, my belly soon to fill

Twelve hoppers, yes, or more went through, but very little gold

stopped on the slide, and then I sighed, for I was wet and cold

The next one now, I did begin, though I was getting thinner

I want the price of something nice in fact I want my dinner

and now into the slide again fix my anxious stare

and to my surprise, before my eyes, little nuggets thick lay there

Another and another, I've hit the spot I see

and in an hour, or little more, I had of ounces three

so to the nearest restaurant, I went you may be sure

and since that day, I safe can say I never was so poor

Edward Yeates
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Strathfieldsay, Bendigo

July 25th 1854

My dear John

I have been expecting to hear from you for some time, having written three letters to you since
last Christmas. I am now at a place about 8 miles from the Bendigo diggings, called Strathfieldsay,
where I found a freshman of the name of Webb, a clergyman. Now I bought some land at a sale
that took place a short time ago, we intend turning it into a vegetable garden which I think will
answer  very  well.  Vegetables  having  hitherto  been  at  an  enormous  price,  There  were  some
cauliflower sold on the Bendigo last year at 20 shillings a head, potatoes one and sixpence to two
shillings per pound, cabbages from two and sixpence to five shillings a piece according to size and
indeed everything is in about the same rate. Flour has of late been selling as high as £15 per bag
(i.e.  200  lb)  owing to  the  wretched state  the  roads  are  in  at  present.  So  that  listing  is  not
altogether very cheap. The land that we have bought is situated on a very pleasant street which is
a great thing as water was sold at Bendigo last summer at one and sixpence per bucket, and what
thus so thick that I am quite sure that you would not wash your hands. I learnt however it is today
hoped that things will not always be so. I have written to Melbourne about my boxes but as yet
have heard nothing about them which I think is very odd. I want to send that power of attorney off
as soon as possible for my small stock of money is nearly exhausted and I should not at all like to
have to sell the land. I shall now be under the necessity of going myself to Melbourne to see after
things which I  wished to  avoid as  it  shall  either  have to  walk down 120 miles  or  go in the
conveyance which will cost me £12 as well as the expenses on the road, board, lodging etc etc. At
any rate you will hear from me again soon our mode of living here would rather astonish some of
your English people that are so fond of comfort. Our house is a small calico tent, our beds are
made of two poles with a couple of sacks nailed across them, we live principally on mutton and
damper with the addition of tea, which beverage we drink a great deal of, when we can get a
chance shot at a Turkey he makes a capital feed for us, or a couple of ducks if we fail to get either
of these. We can always get plenty of parrots and wattle birds as which make excellent pies. The
worst things about here are the wild dogs, native cats and possums. As for the latter you cannot
wake up in the night without finding one or other of them either on your bed or up the tentpole
trying to get at the meet, damper candles or anything they can eat. The dogs do not annoy us as
much although they sick up a dreadful flow in the night howling. Snakes are very plentiful in the
summer time especially about the creeks I killed one last summer while riding with my whip it
measures 9 feet, what they call the black snake native black man told me that it would make very
good eating but I did not like to tackle it and offered it to him that he gave me to understand that
he never eats them unless he killed them himself for he said if you strike a snake it will turn and
bite the place that wounded it which ought to be cut out directly. The natives are a curious race of
people, some of the men are finally built, but the women are as wretched looking fat, small thin
and proud ugly. We have as yet heard but little about the war so I hope you will send me out
some papers as I should like to hear all about it. Sir Charles Horsham has arrived, and Sir frolic
has gone home to the? Lip little satisfaction of the people of Victoria, he is styled in the papers
here as a regular muff and the colonial Sec Mr Foster humbug I think I told you in my last I could
find out nothing about Mrs Arundel Wright, so that Mrs Cunningham's letter still remains with me. I
wish you would pay William would £7.10 shillings out of my money. I intended to have remitted it
to him from Liverpool. When I am down in the Melbourne I shall fix someplace for my letters to be
directed to, either to Alfred Constable who is in the Treasury, or someone who can forward them
to me, but if you should write before I have done so please direct to the post office Bendigo. I see
by the papers that Capt James Nickell  Forbes has got command of the Great Britain and was
unfortunate enough to have two put back on account of something going wrong with her screw
pipe, there are two small men of war lying in the bay, both sloops I think, one the "Electra" and
the other the "Phantom" but as I never remember hearing you speak of either I suppose you never
saw them. Tell Aunt Lucy that I met with a young man of the name of Shaw in the mounted police
force, that knew Frank Ansdale at the Cape. A Shaw was a lieutenant in some regiment there, a
perfect gentleman, poor fellow he was taken ill with inflammation of the bowel is and died in four
days. The young fellow that I told you about that was shot by a bush ranger is perfectly recovered
and has been promoted to lieutenant. Thompson the other one that was shot first and through the
lower part of the lungs has gone home to England with a pension of 15 shillings a day. 

I see that ships are daily arriving here with emigrants. Whatever they will do I am sure I cannot
think for every place is overstocked and the diggings are almost at a standstill just now everybody
wishing for new ones to break out. There was certainly what they call a rush at a gully to the



north-east of Bendigo which I went to see the other day, but there not more than a dozen out of
about 2000 people are making more than will keep them, the luckiest that are there were some
sailors. They left Cangroo Flat one part of the diggings to go down to town and get a ship and
there nearest way lying in the direction of the above-mentioned rush. They thought they would
make a last try at it and so they and two other sailors that they were acquainted with Cinque a
whole and in two days turned £24 weight out of it, but taking things altogether diggers that I am
at is as good as any and I'll see if I cannot turn the Murphys into nuggets. I do not know whether
you will be able to make out all the scrawl for the Bush accommodation is very bad I am now
writing this on the leg of a long boot laid across my knee for the want of a desk. But as soon as we
can get the hut up which we are beginning to build I shall have my boxes up to so that we shall
get more comfortable by degrees. But I must finish this letter as it is getting late and I have got to
make a damper for dinner. Webb having gone to Bendigo and if he comes home and finds none
made it will be rather a damper to know if he is hungry.

But it quite slipped my memory and I never once thought of it since, until about a week ago. I
suppose Harry is at school in Lancaster now? Tell him that I shall write to him as soon as I am a
little settled, and shall expect him to write to me. If Willie was here he could engorge on nearly
every tree that we have been felling. Lately the day before yesterday we brought one large box
tree down about 3 feet and 1/2 through crack of split which. By the way I quite forgot Willie's
address so I shall enclose a letter to him in this if you will be good enough to forward it to him. I
wish to hear that I could have entered the army a year or two ago there would have been some
chances of getting one now that the war had broken out, but I suppose that it is no use regrets
now so I must jog on out here and make the best. Give my love to Aunt Harriet and Mansfield
when next you write to them. You can tell Mr James Yeates that the Casson of soup which he gave
me is in my box yet it was stowed away at the bottom and there I left It when I came up into the
bush but I shall most certainly have the curiosity to try it when I go down. I forget what sort it is.
but at Any Rate It's Labelled and As Its Airtight I Suppose That It Will Be Good yet. So Now I Will
Say Goodbye, remember me kindly to all enquiring friends not forgetting old Joe Jackson and all
the gentry all of which I hope to see alive and hearty if ever I return to old England, which I hope I
may do some day or other but that will not be before I have made my fortune. I suppose if ever
that comes to pass and now with love to Aunt and Harry and yourself

believe me I remain

your ever affectionate brother

Edward Yeates
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Bendigo July 16th 1855

My Dear Bill

I fear my last letter has not reached you and I am quite sure that I forgot how I addressed it.It
was to some number in Albert Street either 69 or 96 I think, but however I trust you will get this
one, I shall send it via Park Head which will be the simplest. I have got a letter nearly ready for
John and another for Mr Reveley and I see the post closes tomorrow for the "Marco Polo" so I shall
send them off and finish yours after. I am digging now it is very heavy work but at times very
remunerative.Here I'll give you a rough sketch of myself on a cash mean. There is an immense
blast of digging work on the Bendigo,  but I  have settled myself  down on the back creek not
because it is the richest but because it has generally paid most regularly. Twigg my tent situated
between two gum bushes I have got an American stove rigged inside which cut cooks capably and
has an oven attached to it. The greatest nuisance here is the China men I give you a sketch of
those that were working opposite the tent and are evidently new on the diggings. They look very
curious dressed all kinds of ways but go where ever you will, you are sure to find those celestial
devils, they cut up the ground most inferior early and spoil  a great deal of workable ground by
overflowing it with water which is a very scarce commodity especially in the summer months, last
summer we had to be up before sunrise and go with a bucket and panic in an dip up as much as
we could but I  certainly  cannot complain about it  now for  we are all  but  swamped out.  The
diggings are crowded with all kinds of machines for both paddling and quartz oars bring for it is
soon hard to find places to pay the pick and shovel digger, I told you in my last about Tom
Finlayson being in Melbourne and Dick Oliver, George Oliver went to New Zealand as I suppose he
found out that it would take him some time to make his fortune at digging. There is a great want
of acuity on the digging at least so far as I found at my new companions the Salmon’s who were
shipmates of mine and alongside of whom I have been camped since on the diggings here some
things "new rush" at Mount Black born, about 80 miles from here, and think there is only another
on the Back Creek worthy of associating with the rest are either convicts or fellows who in coming
here have saved their country the expense of sending them out And now as I have given you some
sort of a sketch of the mates about this quarter, let me comment on the opposite sex. “Women” It
is a name that they hardly deserve or at least those as very few should do, they seem to come
into the cool Anglo, I suppose to get married,, they care little to whom those that their husbands
bring to them diggings, generally make quarterly changes 

[Several lines illegible]

… from his letter It seems he is at a station up at the Cheviot Hills. I'm not surprised at it for its
miserable place today the best of which I told you about my land speculation at Strathfieldsay on
the Sheep Wash Creek, but it turned out bad and I was glad to get out of it, although at £32 loss,
at present I am on the lookout for a payable quartz reef which if I succeed I shall get everything
ready to start machining on it as soon as I can receive some money. About half a mile from where
I am camped there are about 60 aboriginal natives staying. They often come down. The country in
gangs like this to beg and pick up gold, which they invariably buy out in grog and return to their
mie-mie's which are little miserable huts built of branches and leaves which they live in, here they
polish off the brandy and then begin to dance and shout and fight this row they will invariably keep
up until daybreak. Taking them all together they are a harmless idle set of fellows and have been
very much corrupted in their morals by the white people. They most of them take European names
with some little affected such as King Billy, Queen Betty, Prince Peter and Princess Wanga-Wanga.
This latter hat I should say was a worthy descendant of some British digger being very young and
other much lighter complexion than the rest and good featured with all, I had some conversation
with the aforesaid "King Billy" who is rather an intelligent fellow, amongst other things he told me
that since the white men had taken away their country they have always in their tribe killed the
female children as soon as they were born, on enquiry I found that this was in consequence of
their young women being invariably seduced by the white men I asked him if they followed the
same practice in other tribes.  When he told me that they did I  told him that it  was a most
barbarous affair and that they might all be hung for it but he only replied "Black man been fool too
long, be fool no longer". So you see how much they have benefited from civilisation. You will no
doubt have heard plenty about the quartz reefs of Australia, there is a complete mania at present
on the diggings of quartz mining, I do not know but shall I say soon, be at it myself, I see by
today's paper that seven tons from one of the reefs in new churn, Bendigo produced 116 ounces
and in the Melbourne Argus there are several accounts of the reefs on the Blackwood diggings that
are paying very well  although not quite so good as the one above quoted as for the alluvial
diggings they are about worked out certainly a man may make a living (as Tucker as we call it)



upon the old ground but nothing more, which is not quite sufficient to induce a person to stay in
the colony for. I must say that Gold is the only attraction left. Tom Finlayson is the only person
that I correspond with in Melbourne, he always sends my letters up to me and I have them all
directed to him, he has got a very nice little place at Prarhan near Melbourne. I dined with him
twice when last in town he brought his sister out with him who was in a decline, we do not hear
much about the war now, but I suppose that by this time something will have occurred worthy of
recording they are getting up a patriotic fund on Bendigo now and I think it is about time the
should. I only hope that they will all stump up according to their means I think I told you that I
saw Holly's coming up to Bendigo with a cart and horses but I suppose you will not recollect him
he was at the RCH. He came out in the "Erasmus" and will start we were calmed on the lines came
on board of the "Marco Polo" but amongst so many I did not see him I am afraid I am spinning this
epistle rather long, but there is really so little to relate for taking it all together it is a dull place
certainly now and then man breaks his neck with falling down a whole drunk or a whole falls onto
some poor fellow whilst working it then again sometimes wild horses will run away with a spring
car across the diggings,  which of  course always ends in the horse being killed the car  being
smashed and whoever is embarked enough to be in at the many a few. This last is an occurrence
which very frequently happens and no wonder for not one horse out of 100 is properly broken in. I
was very  sorry to  hear  of  poor  aunt  Harriet's  death she must  have gone off  very  suddenly,
Mansfield must feel it very much, he hardly did so so fond of her, but however he has now got
fairly (illegible) and if I'm not very much mistaken well out rather field I only judge from the last
time I saw him at Park head, but I might be mistaken hope I shall  be, have you ever heard
anything of Willie Gandy, I should like to hear how he is getting on at the seat of war, Henry
always seemed to have an inclination to come out here but I am sure I should not advise him.

But I must finish this and get it sent off for I cannot sit still long together, for what will start at the
sheep wash about about 12 months ago I strained my back with lifting a log and to tell you the
truth I have never been right since, and a little extra exertion last week strained the old place and
I have now been out of the reef since, but I suppose if I keep quiet for a day or two I shall get
over it  again soon, so goodbye for the present, and God bless you, I send my love to all  at
Parkhead and believe me to remain

the most affectionate brother

Edward Yates

Direct your letter to the care of Tom Finlayson, Accountant, Melbourne and Hobson's Bay Railway
Office Flinders St, Melbourne.



JHelbounre anb l4otson's sap lfisdlbeu courx iltrp_,

OFT,-[CIEg_FLINDENS S TREET,

JL%fu%



r '1
fu .- kr'2-1* 4,-



#%ff &^-

%T





Melbourne and Hobson's Bay railway company

Melbourne 26th of October 1855

John Y Yeates Esq

Dear Sir

By the "James Baines" I have yours of the third August.

I have not had the pleasure of seeing your brother since you wrote you to address his letters to
my care but we have regularly corresponded. His last letter to me is dated 12th of September last
he was then at Bendigo, and I believe is still there, he is in company with two young men (mates)
as they are styled here, digging he writes very favourably of their "claim" And was of opinion it
would turn out well. He has enjoyed very good health and so far as I can learn is steady and
desirous to succeed. I wrote him yesterday enclosing yours to me and I have no doubt you will
hear from him by the next male. All letter I have received for him have been forwarded to and
received by him, but as the post office here cannot be depended on I think his letters to you must
have been mislaid as he mentioned in one of his letters he wrote you by the same post.

It will always give me great pleasure to be of service to you in communicating with your brother
on any other way you may require I remain

Yours Truly

Thomas Finlayson

PS I send you a newspaper
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Melbourne, Jan 24th 1856

My Dear Brother

The date of my last letter was from Melbourne, and you will perceive that this one is the same but
between the two dates I have marched a good many miles and at last settled down on the ghoul
but on diggings about hundred and 20 miles from Melbourne. I have there put up a machine for
washing gold by horsepower, and as horses are bringing an exorbitant price up in that part of the
world, I was obliged to come down again for one or two more, so that this accounts for my being
in town again so soon. I have laid out every penny of the little legacy in the above-mentioned
machine and cannot reproach myself for spending a single pound foolishly so you Will say that
there is great reform in me. I said that all my money had been spent in erecting this machine. I
must also tell  you that the horse that I have now bought and which will  take me up country
tomorrow  (value  £60)  has  been  bought  from the  proceeds  of  this  machine  over  and  above
expenses, so that I have not been idle since I last wrote, so please let this be an excuse for my not
having written before, this will not be a very long one, for I have just taken the horse to get shod,
and have to make some purchases in town (saddle and bridle) and get everything ready and start
by daybreak in the morning, but as the male closes for England today I thought it was a silly to
miss the opportunity, it is a long time since I've heard from home, the day before yesterday two
males were in but no letters for me, but I suppose that it is my own fault for not writing oftener
myself, And of course there is no allowance given for me, working from an hour or something
sometimes two hours before the sun rises, until dark. I must not forget to tell you that I am
enjoying good health and as yet have no particular wish to leave the colony, when next you write
tell  me something about William I do not think you mentioned him in your last,  I  must now
conclude for want of a topic for there is nothing I have to relate, that is of interest to you so with
love to all at home, in which Amelia joins with me. Believe me ever remain

your most affectionate brother

Edward Yeates
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Melbourne March 15th 1856

My Dear Brother

You must not expect a long letter, I am only going to write this just to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter containing the bills of exchange, which I've also got changed into money and safely
lodged Union Bank of Australia in my next which will be dated from Bendigo, when I shall have
more window, I will be able to let you know what I propose doing with my little legacy. It won't go
very far in this country but however I must do the best with it I can, I was very sorry to hear your
account of will I felt almost jealous that he would make a better use of his than I should be able to
do with mine, for although we have been both of us launched into the world long since, still this
legacy seemed to be the only rope that held us safe, now that this road is cut of course we are
adrift altogether and must either make a good or a bad voyage. If I make the former I may see
England again. If the latter of course I never shall, this must be my punishment or reward.I was
glad to hear that Mansfield was getting on so well I only wish that I had entered the army years
ago, but it's no use regretting now as it is I think I should do best for digging the trenches or doing
the many work in which I should like to show you some of our work here. I am now working a 60
foot hole which is the deepest I have had yet but I must look sharp and post this. I want to send it
her "George Marshall" so I shall have the rest for my next letter which I shall try and dispatch by
the "Marco Polo" which daily on the 25th inst. Tell aunt Lucy that I shall write to her by the same
ship and now God bless you all and best love to you all and believe me ever I remain

your most affectionate brother

Edward Yeates
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Parkhead, Milnthorpe, Westmorland

May 2nd 1856

My Dear Edward

By the time you will have received the latest papers I sent out to you her "Marco Polo" and I hope
safely December 5, 1855 I calculated as brother Jonathan says you might receive them about the
middle of March 1856 allowing for the average speed of clipper ships I hope they have arrived safe
to hand and that you have had no difficulty in making them useful. Take care of your money my
dear brother and it will be of use in an hour of need. I shall be most happy when I hear from you
again to say all is right. I am looking forward to a letter about the middle of July to hear of your
welfare and trust you will prosper with good cold luck. I hardly know how to commence my budget
of news and when I shall know how to end it. So many events have passed since I last wrote.
Charity begins at home and so I think does the letter writing to about relatives and friends. I am
glad to say we are all  well at home. Lucy and I are the only occupants of Parkhead and the
servants as Harry is still at Lancaster school from which I intend to remove him this Midsummer.
He has expressed a great wish to join the Royal Marines and I am going to try to get him a
cadetship at Portsmouth after he has been with me about six months. I mention this because I can
teach the best part of the drill make him hold himself up "eyes right and eyes left" teach him the
recovery  exercise.  I  have  already  these  last  Easter  holidays  put  him  through  a  course  of
geography logarithms and I feel sure he will  pass for the entrance examination on board the
"Excellent" Gunnery ship period they are very strict in that department and woe betide unlucky
youngsters who is turned back 3 June. With regard to William this is strictly private but I am sorry
to say he has made a sad squander of his money and has enrolled himself in much difficulty by
receiving the riggs. However he has again returned to the Dalziels and hope he will not again
forfeit their confidence and kindness. It will be a serious lesson to him for the future. His conduct
to me had been such as to prevent my having any further communication with them until  he
proved himself worthy of any notice from me. It is a great pity with the talents he has got they
should be thrown away.He was on his last legs when seeing an advertisement in a newspaper in a
retired coffee shop in London where he had sat down to spend his last on a pot of porter having
been all day as he says without food he by aunt Lucy is persuasion in a previous letter went to the
Dalziels once more to ask them for a recommendation to this place in Edinburgh as he has no
proofs to send them of his abilities. They strongly dissuaded him from such a step and gave him
immediate employment much to their credit for kind nurse and good temper. But I will say no
more on this painful subject. I do not wish to expose anyone's faults but as we are brothers they
need in this case be no concealment between us. All I ask from you is that you will not mention I
have told you anything about this but you must have thought it strange if I did not and I can not
tell the truth concerning him. I had a letter from Mansfield about a fortnight ago. Poor fellow is still
glued up in Malta and from what I can see from the army reports is likely to remain there for some
time yet I have been there for four months on a stretch and have been most heartily sick of the
place.You may remember Lord Byron's celebrated "La Valetta". He was in hopes of being sent to
Canada but the regiment lately in the Crimea are apportioned out for that place, Gibraltar, East
and West Indies so the 42nd Highlanders have but a small chance of seeing foreign seas. I sent
you a paper containing the items of the splendid Naval review held by her Majesty at spit head on
the conclusion of the war which I have no doubt you will peruse with interest such a fleet Never
has and perhaps never will be seen on the face of the waters again. Upwards of 300 sale of steam
vessels 26 screw line of battleships about 50 heavy armed frigates from 51 to 40 guns. Besides
block ships. Mortar vessels general boats hundred and 64 dispatch gunboats and et cetera et
cetera Not including corvettes and sloops all steam screw. The aspect of affairs South America is
anything but cordial but I hope no collision will occur. It would be madness on the Americans just
at present to provoke John Bull. The seaboard of the US would look rather foolish within three
weeks of adult declaration of war with Great Britain. The gunboats and mortar vessels carry a
most tremendous weight of artillery and only draw from 5 to 4 feet of water, capital for shallow
rivers the best ordnance we have shell guns carry a distance of 5 miles I cannot give you details of
all our news at home I must send you a paper as often as I can. Mrs Cunningham has returned
from India overland with her son Capt Cunningham is expected by Sea shortly. Poor man he has
invalided (insane) Lucy had a letter yesterday morning from Mrs C Mrs Everage says she is looking
very miserable and this poor thing and don't wonder at it her married life though Short has had
many ups and downs I have no doubt. They will be much more comfortable in England although on
half  pay.  I  pity  poor  Ellen but  she speaks in the  most  rapturous and romantic  terms of  her
husband and seems there is not another man like him in the world. Mrs William Wood was the
cause of some little coolness between the Cunningham's and Lucy by telling Mrs C we did not
much like Mr Cunningham. However I hope poor fellow he may recover but insanity I suppose is in
his family. You will be surprised to hear that my cook Jane is going to be married although she is a



good 50 years old to one Samuel Dawker a servant of the Jacksons and they are about to emigrate
to America. Really if elderly persons set such an example I shall be going next. Between ourselves
I have a nice little lady in view but I must wait a bit some day soon you may receive some
wedding cards. I won't say any more on this topic. Excuse me you would know that Haddon the
bookseller in Kendal. He had had a sad accident the other day being thrown from his Phaeton the
horse having taken fright and run away. His wife who was with him died a day or two afterwards
from serious injuries caused by the horse and vehicle being thrown upon her. The same day an
accident occurred to Mr Foster Bearthwaite of meal bank, meal near Kendal. The horse took fright
at  a  dog  jumping  out  of  the  hedge  and  went  off  at  full  speed  the  concern  was  upset  the
unfortunate gentleman received a concussion of the brain. I have a splendid Mare, she would do
for the Australian pampas. She is hearty throughout I paid £31 for her but people say I have got
her cheap for the article at all events I was the other day told she was worth £45 with the keep
she has had. I must now draw to a conclusion as I am going through Milne Thorpe this afternoon
and will  post the letter myself. Lucy joins me in kindest love to you and believe me my dear
brother

your most affectionate

John Y Yeates
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Nuggetty Gully, Rushworth, Colony Victoria

July 8th 1856

Dear Sir

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  most  heartfelt  and  inexplicable  sorrow that  I  have  to  perform the
melancholy duty of informing you of the death of your poor brother Edward (my partner) who was
unfortunately drowned last week (Monday 30th of June) whilst endeavouring to cross a creek
called "McBean Creek" near to the junction of the same with the Goulburn River. He was on his
way from Melbourne on a young horse purchased for the paddling mill but just finished by us at
this place-he left me on Sunday, 15 June to proceed to Melbourne and was consequently on his
return here.

I did not hear of the melancholy accident until Thursday, 3 July when accompanied by my other
partner, I drove off, but owing to the dreadful state of the country although the distance was only
25 miles I did not reach the fatal water until Friday at midday; on arriving I had the satisfaction
(but an unhappy one) of finding that his poor body had been recovered the day before and an
inquest held by Dr Lumsden JP the particulars of the evidence forwarded to the attorney general of
the colony. His body not having been interned I identified and claimed it, I got a coffin made and
placed his remains in it myself and buried him on the banks of the Goulburn River, reading the
Church of England service over him. Although he rests in unconsecrated ground (a matter quite
unavoidable up the country here) I am sure you will feel with me that it matters but little what
becomes of the frail and perishing tenement, when the immortal spirit has winged its flight to its
heavenly Father.

All his papers, letters from home are in my possession in a writing desk bearing your own name
and will be forwarded to you by me through Richard Danvers Ward Esq solicitor, Temple, London
now holding my power of attorney. I shall also forward full particulars to my friend Richard Bowser
Esq solicitor Bishop Auckland County Durham, with whom please put yourself in communication on
receipt of this.

Whilst in town he stayed with Mr T Finlayson of the Hobson's Bay railway company to whom I have
written requesting him to come up here as soon as he can, on his arrival I shall again write to you,
sometime however may elapse as all the coaches are out and Finlayson not much of a backman.

In concluding I can only sympathise with you in your loss of an affectionate brother and it express
my sorrow at this most fearful finish to poor Ned who was our companion from home in the "Marco
Polo" and the cellmate of the same collon tent for many a long day in this country.

I am Dear Sir

Yours most faithfully 

Lowson Salmon
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Melbourne, 28 July 1856

Dear Sir

It is with great reluctance and with sad and sorrowful feelings that I now address you, to inform
you of the melancholy death of my dear friend your brother Edward who was drowned while
crossing a creek on the 30th ultimo, and I enclose you copies of documents from which you will
see all that has been done. He came to town about 14 days before (to purchase a horse) and
remained with me till the Wednesday previous, left in perfect health and high spirits.He had every
prospect of succeeding in the world he having become very steady and persevering and one of his
remarks to me a short time since was "that the hardships he had undergone since coming to the
colony had made him a changed man". To me he was almost a brother and indeed would, had had
he lived would have been so he having been engaged to my sister, and he would have married her
had I not objected to him taking her to a tent and when he left it was agreed he would build a
wooden house. My poor sister has suffered more than language can convey and for the last two
weeks  her  medical  attendance  almost  despaired  of  her  reason  but  thank  God  she  is  slowly
recovering.

What amount of property he may have left I cannot say and you must entirely depend on his
partners for that information (his partner as you will see is to write to you). He however said to me
that the machine entirely belong to him and I  am sure his  partners had no money when he
received the remittance from you about 10 months since as he sent £10 to keep them he having
resided with me for a month then, he spoke of his partners as honourable men and placed the
utmost confidence in them but did not seem acquainted with their previous history except that L
salmon (the one who is to write you had been extravagant and that his estates in England were
held for his creditors) I intend visiting his partners in about two months and will endeavour to have
poor Edwards body removed to a graveyard and I would like to know if you would wish a stone
erected at his grave.

Before leaving me the last time it seems he presented his watch to my sister and as it is the only
thing belonging to him she has (besides being of no great value) she would not like to part with it
and hopes you will have allow her to keep it. I have a coat waistcoat and trousers belonging to him
but as he lost his boxes some time ago he was not well supplied. I will write in about a week by
the "James Baines" and if I can in any manner be of use to you you can have my best services-

I took the liberty of opening your letter to him by the advice of some of my friends and now return
it I remain Dear Sir

Yours faithfully

Thomas Finlayson
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Melbourne 26 August 1856

J Y Yeates Esq

Dear Sir

I wrote you by the "Formosa" and intended to have written by the "James Baines" but was obliged
to leave town with my sister. The doctors being afraid if kept at home her reason would not stand
the shock. I think the travelling has done some good to her.

In case you may not have received my letter by the "Formosa" I again enclose copies of the
evidence at the inquest and of Mr Salmond's correspondence. I will not repeat what I then wrote
as you can well have received either or Mr Salmond's letter and I can give no further information.
From all I see of Mr Salmon I have no doubt he is a gentleman and I think you may place full
reliance on him for your dear brother had full confidence in him.

It was my intention to have gone up and arranged with Mr S his affairs but my sister's illness has
prevented it and I will not be able to do so before December, if therefore you write on receipt of
this I will endeavour to carry out any instructions you may give,

I remain

Yours sincerely

Thomas Finlayson
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Bishop Auckland

8 November 1856

Sir

I have received a letter from Mr Salmon as well as my brother-in-law Mr Bowser, to the effect that
I may expect to receive some papers, the property of his friend your brother.

Having recently come to reside here Salmon letter said I am at London but if anything comes for
you I will take care of it and forward it

I have written Salmon by this time 

Yours truly 

R Danvers Ward
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Nuggetty Gully, Rushworth

11 January 1857

My Dear Sir

I received yesterday a letter from Mr Finlayson with (illegible) from you addressed to me, also
containing extracts from your letter addressed to himself,  all  business details  I  shall  leave as
directed  to Mr Finlayson and shall  lend him my best attendance. I  wrote to him in the first
instance I had hoped to have seen him ere this but his time is not his own and a journey of 120
miles in the bush and undertaking to 1 not accustomed to it.

Touching the manner of Edward's death I am quite convinced that the Italians had nothing to do
with it the steepness of the bank wary attempted to bring his horse out was quite sufficient to
account for his being thrown back over, and having heavy leggings on he was unable to swim, with
respect to the blanket he had rolled in front of his saddle I am not so clear the articles it contained
were invaluable to a bushman, (illegible) there was a great deficiency in his money, I can however
gather no information. The horse was caught 9 miles down the river before I even knew of the
accident, at Mr Banks and gentlemen who owns 15 miles of frontage on the Goulburn River and
who rendered me every assistance in his power but without result. The money Edward had on him
was not the earning of the mill but the price of a nugget of gold found by my other partner Richard
which digging with pick and shovel but of course common property.

Official documents are difficult to collect in a place like this, which although a declared town but
containing no magistrate, no solicitor, no clergyman, no church or consecrated graveyard not even
a single policeman or Recognised authority of any description except the loading Heathcote 35
miles distant. I shall however do what I can as I suppose I am the only person who can prove his
burial, having taken his remains and placed them in the coffin myself. If God spares my life it is
my intention to be at home again in the early part of next year when perhaps I may be better able
to meet any of the nice acquaintances of the English law, not to be done just in a state of society
but little removed from the savage prowling account

Believe me

Yours Very Truly

Lowson Salmon
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Melbourne 27 January 1857

My Dear Sir

On receipt of yours of 20 March I wrote Mr Salmon and almost in courde received a reply with the
enclosed for you. He states that "the mill has been a ruinous failure and as I am worse off than I
was nine months ago in fact I have not been working it for some weeks, both horses are in a
paddock at grass and this being the dry season and sale's out of the question"

Such is the present state of poor Edwards affairs and I fear it will be some time before I can visit
Mr S and from enquiries I have made I find it would be throwing away the machine to dispose of it
at present. But as yet I do not know what I may do.

Dr Wilmot the coroner for Melbourne called on me about two months ago with two ladies (friends
of your family) and offered to assist us wind up Edwards affairs, but having no authority to act for
you I could not accept of this offer I intend however now to avail myself of his kind offer as from
his position I hope he will save a great deal of time, I have called twice on him without meeting
him. When I do I will have him for perusal all the papers relating to poor Edwards death and get
his opinion and advice and if possible get him to act with me. Could you inform me in course what
legal document are required and I will have them sent you.

I am sorry I cannot give you more satisfactory accounts but you may depend I will do all in my
power for you. I am glad to hear that William has reformed and I have no doubt he will yet prove
and honour to himself and family. William will remember me we knew each other in London tell
him poor Ted often spoke about him. I have as you requested destroyed all the letters.

My sister desires me says she will reply to Miss Copeland's kind letter by next mail. She attempted
to write but could not, I was sorry after giving her Miss Copeland's letter it affected her greatly but
I'm very glad to say it has done her a great deal of good and I think she is more cheerful than she
has been ever since

I remain

my dear Sir

yours very sincerely 

Thomas Finlayson
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Melbourne 22 July 1857

My Dear Sir

My sister duly received Miss Copeland's letter and will be happy to do all in her power for Miss
Smyth. The ship "Sir John Franklin" arrived two days since at the heads (60 miles from here) she
has not yet been able to get up to Hobson's Bay there being no wind. I can assure you I have
replied to all letters I have received from you and I am surprised you have not received my last. I
mentioned in it that Mr Salmon had lost the horses and I am now glad to be able to inform you
they found them about 70 miles from his place four weeks since. I had merely a short note from
him saying they were found with the promise that he would write the particulars in his next, I have
not heard from him since.

It has been out of my power to carry out your request regarding poor Edwards body as I have not
had a single day's leave of absence since and Mr Salmon although does not object to it says the
difficulties as such are such that he would prefer I would superintend it myself and you may
depend that the first chance I get I will attend to it personally for you cannot be more anxious
about it than we are.

As to the property left by poor Edward, I cannot say how it is to be realised as Mr Salmon is not
able to pay and his letters state that he has not been fortunate. He is anxious I would visit him
and he thinks we could come to some settlement.

My sister and I am happy to do this as well and desires me to say she will write Miss Copeland
next mail.

I remain

Yours very truly

Thomas Finlayson
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Melbourne 24 April 1860

Dear Sir

I send by this mail a newspaper containing a notice of Mr Lowson Salmond's disappearance from
Rushworth. I trust however he has long ere this accounted to you for the property left by your
brother Edward. The last letter I had from salmon he stated that he had sent you the desk and
that he had instructions from you to realise the property and remit the proceeds to you this
coupled with your continued silence to my letters led me to believe his statements to be correct
but from what has now occurred, I fear I have been mistaken. Little if  anything can now be
recovered but I will wait on the Bank Inspector so soon as he returns and will write you the result
by next mail.

Salmon has not yet been found.

I remain

Yours truly

Thomas Finlayson
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